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What is a Jubilee Year?

In the Catholic Church, a Jubilee or Holy Year is a special year for forgiveness and
reconciliation, in which people are invited to come back to right relationship with
God, with one another and with all of creation.

How often is a Jubilee Year?

A Jubilee Year is celebrated by the Church every 25 years. This has been the case
since 1470 AD. A Pope can also proclaim and “Extraordinary Jubilee’ which Pope
Francis did when he was elected Pope —the Jubilee of Mercy 2015.

When does the Jubilee Year start and finish?

The 2025 Jubilee began on Christmas Eve 2024 when Pope Francis will open the
Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. This special door of the Basilica is only
opened in the Jubilee Year and is an invitation to all people to open the door of
thier heart to God in this special year.

What is the theme of the Jubilee 20257

The theme is PILGRIMS OF HOPE. Pope Francis has invited Catholics to renew
our hope; “We must fan the flame of hope that has been given us, and help everyone
to gain new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit, a
trusting heart and far-sighted vision.” Pope Francis also wants us to rediscover a
spirituality of God’s creation in which we understand ourselves as ‘pilgrims on the
earth’ rather than ‘masters of the world’.

How can schools join in?

Schools canjoin in the celebrations by marking a Jubilee for Schools on Friday
24" January 2025. This could be done in each class or through a school
assembly, whatever works best for your school. There are some resources online
(google Jubilee 2025), Bishop Alan McGuickan will be writing a pastoral letter and
Cafod UK have an introductory video to the Jubilee at https://cafod.org.uk/jubilee-
schools.
You could also encourage the children to make a Jubilee Pledge to become

A PILGRIM OF HOPE

AN AGENT OF CHANGE
A BUILDER OF PEACE

See overleaf.
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557 ¢ JUBILEE PLEDGE

In a world that is losing hope in its future, let us take seriously belief in God
and God’s power to transform us and our world.

| Pledge to become a Pilgrim of Hope and
promise to say one Our Father each Sunday
that God’s kingdom may come and God'’s will
may be done.

In a world that needs to face up to climate change, let us commit ourselves
to one simple task this year to help us use energy efficiently and sustainably,
recognising that if we cannot commit to small initiatives it will hard to
commit to big initiatives.

| pledge to become an Agent of Change and
promise to switch off lights when not needed at
home, at school and everywhere.

In a world with too many wars, let us do what we can to build peace in our
communities, to welcome the ‘stranger’ and help people reconcile.

| pledge to become a Builder of Peace and
promise to include someone new in my circle of
friends this coming year.




