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Catholic Social Teaching

Our best kept secret … 

It is about time we started sharing 
the message, don’t you think?
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Sacred Scripture : The Life and Message of Jesus

Pope Leo 
XIII, 1891

Pastoral Letter, 
Care for the 

Working Class

Integral to the 
Catholic 
Tradition

Pope Benedict 
XVI

Saint Pope 
John Paul II

Pope 
Francis
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“No man is an island. The lives of 
others continually spill over into 

mine … and conversely,
my life spills over into that of

others : for better and for worse.”

Pope Benedict XVI
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Catholic Social Teaching and
the Catholic School
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• Contributes to how the school reflects 
and delivers its policies and practices.

• Provides a  Christian and Gospel-
inspired  view of the world to the 
students through a broad, balanced 
relevant curriculum.

• Delivers opportunities for students 
and the wider school community to 
develop their full potential.

• Catholic schools conduct their duties 
from a position that according to 
Pope Francis …
“involves a deep desire to change the 
world, transmit values and leave this 
world better than they found it.”    

Evangelli Gaudium



As each of the 7 aspects of
Catholic Social Teaching appear on
the screen, take time to:

REFLECT,  THINK  and  WRITE

what your school is doing to
promote this.

You should also think about what
you and your school community
need to be doing to turn Catholic
Social Teaching into action.

Down and Connor Catholic Schools' Support Service 



Respect for the dignity of the 
human person is the 
fundamental principle of any 
just society.

From a Christian perspective, 
it also forms the foundation 
of all of our Church’s Social 
Teaching.

Salvatore J Cordileone

Life and Dignity of the Human Person
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The Church’s teaching on 
the life and dignity of the 
human person states that all 
of us have equality before 
God, therefore, no one is 
lesser than another.
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Call to Family, Community and Participation 
The Common Good
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Option for the Poor and the Vulnerable
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The principle of human dignity 
means that the Catholic school 
needs to teach and promote the 
value that each person is unique 

and has a God given dignity.
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Human Rights and 
Human Dignity

(including the dignity of 
work and the workers)
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One Human Family
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Care for Creation
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Prayer for Social Justice
May Christ inflame the hearts of all people,

to break through the barriers which divide them.
To strengthen the bonds of mutual love.

To learn to understand one another,

and to pardon those who have done wrong.

Through Christ’s power and inspiration,

may all people welcome each other to their hearts

as brothers and sisters.

And may the peace we long for, 

ever flower and ever reign amongst us.

AMEN Saint Pope John XXIII
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